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HOUSE BI LL 1774

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cox, Schoesler, Delvin, Arnstrong, Melke and
McMahan

Read first tinme 02/10/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Labor.

AN ACT Relating to the m ni mrumhourly wage; anmendi ng RCW49. 46. 020;
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW49.46.020 and 1999 ¢ 1 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Until January 1, ((3999)) 2004, every enployer shall pay to
each of his or her enpl oyees who has reached the age of eighteen years

wages at a rate of not less than ((feuwr—doHars—and—ninety—cents))

seven dollars and one cent per hour.

4a))) Begi nning on January 1, ((2064—and—eachfollowngJandary
ist—as—set—forth—under—{b)—ofthis—subseetion)) 2004, every enpl oyer
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shall pay to each of his or her enployees who has reached the age of
ei ghteen years and who does not work primarily in a rural county as
defined in RCW43.160. 020 wages at a rate of not |ess than the ((arount

estabH-shed—unrder—{b)y—of this——subsection—

Labor I " I . Leul I I hi
subsecton—4-Hhyr—takes—eftect—on—the—toHowng—Jangary—34st) )  urbhan

adjusted mninumwage rate calculated as set forth in subsection (4) of
this section.

(3) Beginning on January 1, 2004, every enployer shall pay to each
of his or her enployees who has reached the age of eighteen years and
who works primarily in a rural county as defined in RCW 43.160.020
wages at a rate of not less than the rural adjusted m ni num wage rate
calculated as set forth in subsection (4) of this section.

(4) On Septenber 30th of each year, the departnent of |abor and
industries shall calculate to the nearest cent urban and rural adjusted
m ni rum wage rates using the consuner price indices specified in this
subsection for the twelve nonths prior to each Septenber 1st as
calculated by the United States departnent of |abor. For the urban
adjusted mninmum wage rate, the departnent shall use the national
consuner price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, CPI-
W in United States cities or a successor index. For the rural
adjusted mninmum wage rate, the departnent shall use the national
consuner price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers, CPI-
W in class D areas or a successor index. The adjusted m ninum wage
rates calculated under this subsection take effect on January 1st of
the follow ng year.

(5) The director shall by regul ation establish the m ni rumwage for
enpl oyees under the age of eighteen years.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnment and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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